


Frequently Asked Questions
The SLWG has of course already considered a lot of

issues and the selection below addresses some of the

more common concerns that have been voiced in the
community.

What would be the Cost to Me?

There will be no cost to members of the Community.
Current work is being done by volunteers and
external funding will be sourced as the need for
professional help arises.

What is My Personal Risk?
No one in the Community will be asked to put
anything at risk for this opportunity.

What is the Risk to the Community?

No Community assets, organisations or people will
be put at risk through borrowing to invest in the WF
or participating with CCE. Loans for purchase of
equity will be secured against the WF income. Only
Community Benefit income would be put at risk if
used to finance investment in the WF.

How would we spend the income?

In all options there is potential for significantly
increased income although, apart from the
Community Benefit, this is not guaranteed and is
dependent dependant on the profitability of the

wind farm. The Local Place Plan can be used as a

framework for potential Community investments.
There is a long and successful track record of
distributing funds from the current wind farm via
the wind farm trust.

Is the project environmentally sustainable?

Belltown  will  conduct a  comprehensive
environmental impact assessment which will be part
of their planning submission. An example is the
recent Cnoc Buidhe WF planning submission in
Kintyre and can be found at
www.cgdt.org.uk/slwg#link-3

Is the project economically sustainable?

Belltown will only invest in the wind farm and
lenders will only lend if they think it will be
profitable. There are many factors that will impact
the profitability of the wind farm in particular the
electricity price and energy demand. Dividends
from the wind farm are therefore not guaranteed.

What skills does the Community have to
undertake this?

We have individuals in the Community who have
experience in running businesses, large energy
projects, legal agreements, corporate and venture

negotiations, accounting, Community commun-
ications, Community sharing. We are looking for
individuals with experience of financing large
projects.

Community Open Meeting
The short life working group will be holding an open
meeting on Sunday 14th June at 2.30 pm in the
Glendaruel Hall at which members of the group
will answer any questions you have about these
issues and offer help, should you wish, to formulate
your answers to the above questions.

The members of the Short Life Working Group
who have prepared this briefing and questionnaire
are:
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Trust
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Cruach Mhor Wind Farm Re-Powering
Community Briefing with Questionnaire

In June 2025 Forestry and Land Scotland (FLS) awarded Belltown Power UK the lease for
re-powering the Cruach Mhor Wind Farm with effect from 2029 — this is the Col-Glen Short
Life Working Groups’ update on progress so far towards what our response should be.

How the Repowering has Developed

The Cruach Mhor site has been operated by Scottish
Power Renewables since 2004. This is the first time
that a site of an existing wind farm on
publicly-owned land has been taken over by a
different operator for repowering. This means taking
down the existing turbines and installing fewer, but
more powerful and bigger ones, in their stead.

The Belltown Plan

Belltown’s plan is to replace the thirty-five 70m high
turbines providing 32MW power with eleven 210m
turbines providing 72MW power. If granted
planning permission this will happen no earlier than
2030/31. Given the timescale, Belltown does not
plan to hold Community consultations until later in
2026 or even into 2027, and will start environmental
and ecological survey work this spring.

Belltown has provided a brief description of their
planned redevelopment of the Cruach Mhor
available at www.cgdt.org.uk/slwg#link-1.

The issue of whether or not Belltown should be
given planning permission for the larger turbines
will be decided by a formal statutory process which
may include a referral to the Scottish Government.
The local Community will be able to make
representations but whatever the view of individual
local residents it will be necessary for the ColGlen
Community to consider how we should respond if
consent is given. Preliminary work on that issue has
been underway for some time with the lead being
taken by Development Trust, Community Council
and Wind Farm Trust as was agreed at the first
Community meeting held last autumn.

Belltown have already made clear that they will
offer the Community the Scottish government
recommended level of Community Benefit which is
presently £5000/MWh but which is likely to rise to
£6000/MWh shortly. If full permission is given that
would equate to over £400,000 per annum. To place
that in context, the present Community Benefit
payment from Scottish Power Renewables is just
under £50,000 a year.

Of course some neighbouring communities will
expect to receive a share of that Community Benefit
under current regulations which include visual
amenity. Nonetheless, even without any further
actions on our part, there is likely to be — if planning
permission is given — a large increase in the amount
of money coming to ColGlen for Community use.

In addition to those sums, Belltown have offered
the Community the option to invest in the wind
farm. This comes in three parts. Firstly Belltown
will give the Community 1% equity free of charge.
Belltown will also make a further 4% equity available
to the Community at cost price and, finally, up to
44%  of the equity may be available to the
Community at market value. Negotiation with
Belltown will be required to finalize those
arrangements and the Community will need to put in
place structures to administer the Community
Benefit and manage the equity investment.

Cowal Community Energy’s Offer

The Community has received an offer from Cowal
Community Energy (CCE) to jointly handle
negotiations with Belltown with the Community
benefit, the 1% and 4% investment income to be
solely for the benefit of ColGlen. Any additional
investment costs and income would be for the
benefit of all Cowal and ColGlen would have a
non-controlling vote in how this is distributed.

CCE made a presentation to the Community on
13th  November 2025 which is available at
www.cgdt.org.uk/slwg#link-2. More information on
CCE is available at www.cowalcommunityenergy.org.
Our Development Trust is a member of CCE and the
Chair of CGDT is one of the six CCE Board Directors,
so ColGlen as a community is already engaged and
represented within CCE (8 out of 11 Cowal DTs are
involved).

Short Life Working Group’s Progress

To better understand the implications of the
development, and explore the offer from CCE the
three bodies which had reported to a Community

Open meeting on Sunday 14th June at 2.30 pm in the Glen Hall
ALL WELCOME!



