
COLINTRAIVE & GLENDARUEL COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting
Venue: Glendaruel Hall
Date & Time: 9 February 2026, 7.30pm

Attendance

Present: Charles Dixon-Spain (Chair), Michael Russell (Vice Chair), Paul Bulmer (Treasurer), Rob Groom, Cathleen Russell
Apologies: Douglas Wilson
Argyll & Bute Councillor: William Sinclair
Community Members: 0

1. Declarations of Interest

Charles Dixon-Spain declared an interest in the Argyll Rally
Michael Russell, Cathleen Russell, and Paul Bulmer declared an interest in a planning application

2. Minute of Previous Meeting

The minute of the previous meeting was agreed with an amendment. Douglas Wilson requested that the minute be amended to record that he very strongly objected to a bullying accusation made by Jennifer Davie-Smart.
Proposed by: Rob Groom
Seconded by: Paul Bulmer
Action: CDS to amend December minute

3. Matters Arising

Land opposite entrance to Cruach Mhòr Wind Farm
Steve Gove has been contacted but has not yet responded. Councillor Sinclair was requested to investigate.

CalMac Ferry Service
No response has been received from CalMac regarding the introduction of a 'maintenance window' for the Rothesay route where the ferry would be taken out of service for either 6 hours per week or 1 day per month. This arrangement has been introduced on the Tarbet/Portavadie route but the planned arrival of a new ferry next year for Rhubodach would mean that these arrangements would not be necessary on that service at this time. 
Actions:
CDS to contact Steve Gove to find out progress
WS to investigate the land opposite Cruach Mhòr Windfarm entrance

4. Reports

Councillor Report
The Council is currently working on the budget for the next financial year, which will be set on 25 February.
Lights remain in place near the junction from the A83 to the Cowal Peninsula. The Council used emergency powers to enable lorries to pass through when the incident first occurred.
A successful consultation meeting was held in Dunoon regarding the proposed  Aldi building on the site opposite the Co-op.
The Council's long-term plan includes building a new leisure centre in Dunoon.

Issues raised by CGCC for investigation:
Growth along the verges continues to be dangerous, forcing traffic into the middle of the road
Potholes in some sections of the road are extremely dangerous, particularly just south of Dunans and on the section between the Clachan and the Tighnabruaich junction, and just south of the Tighnabruaich junction.  These were being notified to the Coucnllor now for emergency action and any damage or injury would be a liability for the Council to meet.
Actions:
WS to request member of Roads department to meet and look at road issues in ColGlen area and to take emergency acton as required. 
CDS to write to WS with list of issues raised by CGCC

Bus Fares Scheme
Cathleen Russell informed the meeting that Argyll & Bute, along with other rural areas, will participate in a scheme where bus fares (for those who have to pay them) will be set at £2. The Council was requested to take into account the extremely poor bus service in this area and, as they are currently undertaking a review of bus timetables, to seriously consider the needs of more rural areas.

Public Toilets
Councillor Sinclair was asked for an update on the position of the public toilets but had nothing to report.

Police Report
No report was received at the time of the meeting.
Action: 
CDS to request a police report

Rally
A meeting of the Rally steering group was held on 2 February. There will be no section of the rally on the Tarsan section held on Saturday morning, as requested by CGCC. The sections in the ColGlen area will be the same as last year though the Glendaruel stage may only be run twice . 
Local businesses will have opportunities to advertise on the Rally website.
CGCC requested that some of the cars stop in the Clachan and Colintraive to allow people to view the cars closely and speak to the drivers. This is being considered.
Concerns raised by individuals about the Rally have been reported to the Rally organisers.
Actions:
CR to get contact information for local businesses wishing to advertise
MR and CR to liaise with Rally organisers

CGDT (Colintraive & Glendaruel Development Trust)
Planning for the vending machines is underway. The CGDT is hoping to recruit young people to join a short-term working group o repowering. 
Action: CGDT to encourage local young people to join the short-term working group

Kilfinan Community Council
CGCC has been building relationships with neighbouring Community Councils. Michael Russell recently met with the chair of Kilfinan CC to discuss issues of mutual concern and explore opportunities for collaboration.

5. Planning Applications

The following planning applications were considered:
Auchenbreck Forest – Forest Grant Scheme: No comment
Caol Ruadh Bungalow – Erection of annex: No comment
Colintraive Ferry Terminal – Erection of SSEN substation and LV switchgear room, installation of 6 subsurface cable ducts and installation of shore power arm: No comment
Maymore – Erection of venison treatment plant/deer larder and associated office, including parking, improving vehicular threshold/access from existing highway, installation of septic tank and associated works: No comment


6. Community Council Administration

Financial Report

Funding Applications:
Kilmodan School – Requested £1,000 to support a trip to Legoland in June 2026 for P4–7 pupils. Agreed in principle, subject to the school providing detailed paperwork meeting CGCC requirements and submitting a detailed report to CGCC.
Jennifer Davie-Smart – Requested £700 for an event at the Rally. This application will not be considered unless the applicant  agrees to meet the funding criteria requested by CGCC.
Chairs for Glendaruel Hall – The project has been completed and a report has been submitted to CGCC.
Actions:
PB to write to Kilmodan School
PB to write to Jennifer Davie-Smart


Correspondence

7. Topical Issues

Local Place Plan
CDS and Sara Maclean are continuing to work on the document prior to public consultation.
Action: CDS to progress Local Place Plan

Repowering of Cruach Mhòr Wind Farm
Cathy Grant has stepped down from the working group as she is moving out of the area. The short-term working group has been working on a community matrix options appraisal, which will be shared with the community as soon as practicable.
Action: Short Term Working Group to coordinate the options appraisal process and consult the community once it has reviwed the options.  The community will have the final say.  

8. Any Other Competent Business

Woodland Creation Scheme at Ardachuple
CGCC received notification of a proposal prior to a formal application being made to Argyll & Bute Council. The proposal is to plant a mix of native broadleaves.

9. Public Questions
None received.

10. Date of Next Meeting
9 March 2026, 7.30pm – Colintraive Hall
11 May 2026, 7.30pm – Glendaruel Hall




