
Colintraive & Glendaruel Community Council 
 

Venue: Glendaruel Village Hall 

Date & Time: 14 April 2025, 7:30pm 

Present: Charles Dixon Spain - Chairman (CDS), Cathleen Russell - Treasurer (CR), 
Michael Russell (MR), Paul Bulmer (PB), Douglas Wilson (DW), Amy 
Groom - Secretary (AG) 

Apologies: Cllr Yvonne McNeilly 

Argyll & Bute Councillor: Cllr William Sinclair (WS), Cllr Gordon Blair (GB - via video call) 

Community members: 1 
 
 

Minutes 

 
Agenda Discussion Actions Person 

Responsible 

Declarations of 
interest 

None declared   

Minutes of 
previous 
meeting 

Proposed - PB 
Seconded - MR 

  

Matters Arising Noticeboard in Colintraive has been 
installed and paid for. A small 
advertising board has been agreed 
and will be installed below, costs to 
be split according to previous 
agreement between Clare Banner 
(of The Colintraive) and Annie 
Baxter, with sponsorship of £250 
between the two. 

Thank you to Bute signs for 
their generous discount on 
the noticeboard and to 
Peter McAllister for his help. 
 
Seabird sign with drawings 
from children at Kilmodan - 
obtain photo of the board 

MR 
 
 
 
 
CDS 

Police update A report was received from PC 
Michael Cunningham, Police 
Scotland, as follows; 
 
Between the dates of 10/03/25 and 
14/04/25 the number of Incidents 
and Crime Reports raised 
respectively are 8 and 0. 
 
Serious Organised Crime - none 
Acquisitive Crime - none 
Road Safety & Road Crime - none 
Violent Crime - none 
Public Protection - none 
 
DW Has met the new area 
commander and he is hoping to 
attend a future meeting. 
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Colintraive & Glendaruel Community Council 
Agenda Discussion Actions Person 

Responsible 

Councillor 
Update 

WS commenced update prior to GB 
joining the meeting remotely. 
 
Visitor levy consultation has ended, 
briefing to follow data analysis.  
Specific question re. benefit for 
business owners was not included.  
Conclusions expected in a month or 
two, A&B at the forefront with this 
compared with other councils. 
 
Road reconstruction budget - Shore 
road in Colintraive was highlighted, 
52 pot holes have been filled, 
estimated cost of resurfacing work 
£98,000, no estimated timescale at 
present.  
 
Request to focus on replacement 
bridge on B836 (pot hole work 
done on this road too).  Estimated 
completion was end of Easter - so 
far cut out where new bridge will be 
installed, cost as yet unknown. 
 
Road works done in Glendbranter, 
Tighnabruaich, West Glendaruel 
bridge at A886 overlay (£60,000). 
 
No update on public facilities in 
Colintraive. 
 
New school campus in Mull has 
large financial implications for A&B 
Council.   
 
Story in paper of £121 million 
surplus is not accurate, many funds 
are ring-fenced.  
 
Safety issue raised of fallen trees cut 
back after the recent storm now 
have the cut trunks pointing directly 
at road at vehicle height - could 
obstruct road if two large vehicles 
are passing, in general Cowal area 
but particularly on A886. 
 
Resilience - response to adverse 
weather, forest fires etc. should be 
co-ordinated from A&B Council. CR 
attended recent resilience event, 
waiting on documents and has an 
example form. Communications 
one of biggest concerns, low tech 
solutions needed when mobile 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Report on Shore road 
timescale, will send details 
of where road works will be 
undertaken 
 
 
Update on Balliemore 
Bridge received from MSP 
Jenny Minto’s office on 17th 
April - works to install 
permanent bridge and 
remove temporary bridge 
commencing 7th April until 
planned completion 14th 
July. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A statement will be printed 
to address this. 
 
 
GB noted similar issues in 
Lochgoilhead with roads, 
culverts, damaged signs -  
could arrange to visit areas 
of concern here with an 
engineer as arranged there. 
 
 
 
Cllr Math 
Campbell-Sturgess to be 
directly contacting 
Community Councils.  
 
DW volunteers as First 
Responder, people to be 
grouped in local clusters for 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WS 
 
 
 
GB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WS 
 
 
 
 
DW & CDS 
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Colintraive & Glendaruel Community Council 
Agenda Discussion Actions Person 

Responsible 

masts are not powered such as 
chain of communication between 
neighbours and suggested A&B 
Council staff could serve their 
immediate areas. It was felt service 
providers should visit to speak to 
local people, e.g. where is most 
suitable for a food truck.  CGCC 
wish to be informed as soon as 
possible about resilience issues. 
 

communication.  Source 
map (could use parish 
online maps) 

Rally Update A&B Council deciding whether to 
grant / oppose rally, position of 
CGCC is not to oppose but to be 
sure it would not be detrimental to 
the area, e.g. resurfacing the Shore 
road, and reduction of closure times 
on Shore road and Otter Ferry road. 
Kilfinan document misrepresents 
our position.  
 
Discussion on whether there are 
greater visitor numbers e.g. in local 
holiday accommodation providing 
economic benefit to ColGlen.  Otter 
Ferry road closure negatively affects 
businesses there.  Proposed 
signage directing that roads to 
Tighnabruaich and further are still 
open. 
 
Email from community member 
raised C11 road closure on two 
days, do not believe this had been 
previously raised as a concern. 

Request an economic 
benefit analysis with more 
focus on the ColGlen area. 
Raise with Kilfinan the 
misrepresentation of our 
position, and make our true 
position clear to all parties. 
 

MR 

Development 
Trust Report 

No report made - no representative 
present. 

  

Planning No applications to consider   
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Colintraive & Glendaruel Community Council 
Agenda Discussion Actions Person 

Responsible 

Financial Report 
April 2025 

Opening Balance:     £12,189.88 
Transactions:             None                  
Expenditure:             £20  
(GVH hire Feb meeting and 
interviews) 
                                 £216 
(Kilpatrick D TPM Printers Bute for 
noticeboard) 
Closing Balance:      £11,953.88 
 
Wish to apply for £1,000 refund 
from CMWFT for C Black Tanzania 
grant which was met by Community 
Council whilst CMWFT waited upon 
release of funds. 

Write to CMWFT requesting 
£1,000 repayment.   
 
Arrange for independent 
person to check 2024/25 
expenditure 

CR 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Banking Issue raised with accessing online 
banking.  

Redo the banking mandate CR 

Correspondence  Member of public attended to 
enquire about a desired extension 
of the 30mph zone in Colintraive.  
No meaningful response received 
to their email to A&B Council in 
June 2024.  Discussion around their 
property location and where speed 
limit changes from 30mph to 
national limit. 
 
Issue compared against criteria 
(traffic volume, no. residences, 
history of accidents, average traffic 
speed), and other locations in A&B 
where a similar reduction in speed 
limit has been refused.  Suggested 
change is unlikely to be considered.  
Private speed awareness sign could 
be used and record taken of any 
high traffic volume / speed as 
supporting evidence. 

Obtain written response 
from A&B Council to the 
enquiry made in June 2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WS 
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Colintraive & Glendaruel Community Council 
Agenda Discussion Actions Person 

Responsible 

Funding Apps Funding application received from 
Jennifer Davie-Smart to scrim verge 
of C11 to allow spectators to view 
the rally (second time of applying, 
was not granted last year). Reply 
given that funding is not usually 
granted for running costs relating to 
individual or business projects.  
Grants are usually reserved for 
properly constituted bodies as they 
have necessary insurances / policies 
in place. 
 
Acknowledged this grant 
application is made by an individual 
but with charitable intentions.  
Question whether application 
should be made to the Rally as it so 
relates. 
 
Discussion around criteria for 
approving grant funding and 
budget available from Milton Burns 
fund.  Advice from A&B Council in 
2017 was to follow a less complex 
administration than the CMWFT - 
“such charitable, 
educational, environmental or other 
appropriate purposes”. 
 

Reply to application to 
establish the intended 
charitable benefit, 
responsibility and 
permission for work (A&B 
Council / landowner), 
identity and qualification of 
proposed contractor.  Also 
request the application and 
signed page to be 
submitted as one whole 
document. 
 
Further information to be 
made to applicant before 
final decision made. 
 
Aim to increase local 
knowledge of the 
availability of grant funding 
from CGCC.  

CDS & AG 

Topical Issues - 
Local Place Plan 

18th April close to consultation with 
place check map, responses 
received but more would be 
welcome.  Local place plan will be 
drafted, then steering group will 
draw up final plan and send to 
CGCC and Councillors.  Much of 
the content would go into a 
community action plan 
 

Social media publicity to 
attract more consultation 
responses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CDS 

Topical Issues - 
Cruach Mhor 
Windfarm / 
Cowal 
Community 
Energy 

Forestry and Land Scotland have 
not revealed the winning bidder.  It 
is locally known that neither the 
community group nor 
ScottishPower Renewables were 
successful, no update on FLS 
website.  CMWFT is a significant 
contributor to this community and 
could face a funding gap in 2029 
depending on the position of the 
successful bidder. 

Write to ScottishPower 
Renewables, MSP and go to 
paper locally.  
 
Contact representative of 
FLS for clarification.  
 
Will write to contact. 
 

MR 
 
 
 
CDS 
 
 
WS 
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Colintraive & Glendaruel Community Council 
Agenda Discussion Actions Person 

Responsible 

Topical Issues - 
Harbour Order 
Consultation 

CMAL will hold another Harbour 
Order Consultation in Colintraive at 
a future date to be agreed.  Cal 
Mac timetable for Dunoon / 
Gourock is out for consultation.  
Group that wants to buy Gourock 
and Dunoon Piers has met with 
CMAL and Cal Mac.  

MR to continue to meet with 
those involved. 

MR 

AOCB CMWFT are looking for candidates 
for Trustee elections - three 
vacancies, then chair to be elected 
from all Trustees.  No nominations 
received as yet, closing on 23rd 
April. 

Make enquiries to identify 
anyone interested in 
standing 

All 

Enquiries received about access 
through forestry land near the 
Dunoon road which had been deer 
fenced but now believed to be 
open.  Also access from Duiletter to 
Glendaruel Village Hall was used by 
the Nordic walking group 
recently.Access could be opened 
up from Duilleter to the Clachan via 
the ‘old road’  if a small section of 
bridge was repaired. 

  

The bus timetable into Dunoon has 
changed, there is a consultation out 
at present and it should be 
publicised. 

Publicise on Facebook 
ColGlen Social Calendar 
page. 

CDS/AG 

Discussion on what can be done to 
encourage public attendance of 
meetings - how could we advertise.  
New committee member (DW) 
co-opted until next election in 2026 
and new secretary (AG) for CGCC. 

Add to press release re. FLS 
and Cruach Mhor Windfarm 
the new committee member 
and new secretary of CGCC 
and aim to encourage 
attendance. 
 
Run a Facebook advert 
 

MR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CDS 
 

The next newsletter is to be 
distributed in early June so work 
should start imminently. 

  

Heath fires have been a real issue in 
recent warm/dry weather.  
Discussion had around 
requirements of Muirburn Code. 
 

Send letter of thanks to 
Chief Fire Officer for the 
work of the local fire 
services. Also contact NFU 
with community feedback. 
 
Request a press release at 
the start of the Muirburn 
season (1 October - 15 
April). 

CDS/AG 
 
 
 
 
 
WS 
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Colintraive & Glendaruel Community Council 
Agenda Discussion Actions Person 

Responsible 

Meetings for 
2025 

12th May - Colintraive VH 
9th June (inc. AGM) - Glendaruel 
VH 

All meetings to start at 7:30  
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