Minute of Community Council Meeting

Monday, 18 September, 2017

7.30 pm

Glendaruel Village Hall

Minute of Community Council Meeting

Tuesday, 23rd February 2021

7.30 pm

Online via Zoom


	
	Agenda Item
	Minute
	Action

	1
	Present
	Paul Bulmer, Cathleen Russell, Philip Potter, Kate McEwen, Clare Banner, Charles Dixon-Spain, Danuta Steedman

	2
	Apologies
	David Munro

	3
	Declarations of Interest
	Nil. 
	

	4
	Minutes of last Meeting
	No edits. 

Proposed:  Charles Dixon-Spain

Seconded: Danuta Steedman
	

	5
	Matters Arising
	Nil. 
	

	6
	Police Update
	Douglas Wilson has returned to a CID role from 22nd Feb 2021, as Detective Chief Inspector covering Argyll and West Dunbartonshire. Chief Inspector Emma Grimason will replace him as Area Commander for Cowal, Helensburgh and Lomond

Incident reported to the police between the 22nd of January and 22nd of February 2021 in the Col Glen area:
Only 2 incidents

04/02/2021- Due to snowy road conditions a vehicle went off the road near to Ardtaraig Estate which required police attendance. 

09/02/21- It was reported that a large quantity of timber was stolen in the Ormidale area. Crime report has been raised regarding this and enquiries are being made.


	

	7
	Councillor’s Report
	Council Budget
Will be decided on Thursday. 

Supporting Communities Fund 
Open for applications until 20th March. See https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/council-and-government/third-sector-grants 

Commercial Waste Collections 
Businesses can alter their contract to empty less bins and/or frequently. The first alteration to the contract in any year would not attract an Administration Fee, but later changes in the same year would. 

Electric Vehicle Charging Points 
The local authority can provide information; i.e. on applying for permission to install EVX on council owned land if appropriate, as well as sign post to organizations where they may be able to apply for funding to install a charger. We would be happy to discuss this with them directly. Should they wish to contact, could they please email us at roadsandinfrastructure@argyll-bute.gov.uk. As part of our longer term aspirations with our EVC strategy we are likely to include an element on community participation, although this is still very much in development at this stage. 

At this time the Council is developing its EVC strategy, the focus at this time is on the costing model following this focus will move onto various elements one of which will be determining the speed and location of chargers to be installed. This is likely to be based at least in part of usage behaviours, gleaning information from the use of EVC chargers within the area and across Scotland. Some locations, like on-street parking bays, may lend themselves better to rapid chargers, while others like long-stay car parks may lend themselves to slower chargers. Of course we will also need to balance needs with costs – rapid chargers are substantially more expensive that their slower counterparts. Once the cost recovery model is in place, our attention will turn to the future development of the network. Of course this will be something that we will need to consult with elected members and communities on, and we will develop a consultation proposal in line with the draft proposals later this year. 

There will be an enforcement policy as part of the EVC strategy, this will ensure if drivers remain in the bay once charging stops them they will be financially penalized. The financial penalties are likely to be in line with other parking penalties - £30, £60 etc., although this is still being discussed. 

The broken charger at the Coal Pier in Dunoon had been repaired. 

A886 at Strondardron 
This stretch has been repaired. 

A886 at the What3Words reference regress.jabs.having 
Roads to inspect and let me know what they intend to do. 

Points raised following report:
- Coal Pier charging point had been fixed, but not switched on. 

- What3Words reference activity.raven.smallest (Glendaruel) – Flooding issue was reported, and repair workers from A&B Council came out, however did not know what they were to fix, and therefore it has not been fixed due to the work that is required. Water is running straight off the road and the trenches are not able to hold the volume that comes off the road. 

- A further flooding issue on the Shore Road of Colintraive was reported (Between Kinlochruel & Sculpture Park), and have been told it will be fixed by March. 

- A886 Strondardon works have not been completed. Drainage requires sorting on the right hand side as you go South between Dunans and the West Road. 
	AR to investigate. 



	8
	Community Council
	Financial Report 
No money in or out since last meeting 
£19,949.72 currently in bank. 

Correspondence
Resident of Colintraive contacted CGCC raising concerns regarding the amount of mussel floats washed up on the shoreline of Colintraive. 
Council keeps telling the farm to tidy up, however they wash up frequently. July 2020 was the last uplift. There issues is between the mussel farm and the landowner – when any rubbish gets dumped on land, it becomes the landowners responsibility. The advice would be for CGCC to write to the landowner and ask them what their plans are to deal with the material that’s been dumped on their land. Believe the mussel floats in question are on Bute Estate land, however if below high water line they are on Crown Estate land. 

Transport Forum 
Discussions are being finalised at present. Point of interest was the investment in ferries and ports – the halving of the CalMac ferry service between Gourock and Dunoon. 
Noted that there is currently short term cancellation due to one crew coming down with COVID-19. 
Longer term, both boats are getting older and they require more than the usual one week for their annual refit. Because the Gourock linkspan has taken longer than expected, the MV Coruisk couldn’t be used. MV Coruisk will have to go back to Mill for the Summer timetable shortly. Each boat has to go out of service for a longer period of time, which means the service will be disrupted. 

CalMac Timetables
All ferry services have been reduced due to COVID-19, however unclear whether changing times for the Colintraive ferry are short or long term. Colintraive Ferry have a recently retired office member, but not looking to replace and therefore generally downsizing. 

Cemeteries Consultation 
Urge local residents to undertake the survey available on the Argyll & Bute Council website. 
There are currently 9 layers available in Kilmodan Graveyard, which based on average 1 use per year will last approx. 9 years. 
There are currently 51 available layers in Colintraive, which based on average 2 uses per year will last approx. 25 years. 
A&BC will not extend any cemetery apart from the town ones. Queried why the towns and not countryside where there is more space – a great comment for the consultation. 
Should be able to inter 3 per layer, however some layers are unavailable and may not be aware until funeral being arranged. Clarity from the Council would be appreciated. We do have an elderly population and imagine the majority would like to be buried in their local cemetery. 

Stronafian Forest could not be used as a graveyard, but potentially an areas for spreading ashes could be created. 

Argyll Rally 
Still planning to go ahead – final decision to be made on the 25th of April. They have been looking into splitting the Loch Gyne section, and also to changing the final point to Strachur Memorial Hall and not Dunoon. Roughly 120 competitors, brought through every 2 minutes and moving them on. Not yet finalized. Currently speaking to landowners in local area to provide hay / land for spectators, for which they will give financial repayment. Resident packs are being produced, one for those living on rally stage itself, and others who live on public road between stages. This will potentially be the first round of the Scottish Rally Championship 2021, when it’s usually one of the last. Very short season for the rally drivers, and the spaces will likely be filled quite quickly. 
The committee are going to be looking for marshalls – 20 for Glendaruel, 27 for Loch Fyne, 25 for Balloch. There is a registration for marshalls online. 

They have also taken on a COVID advisor to ensure working under all relevant legislation. 

A&B Community Fund
Up to £2,500 available, closes 20th March. 
Potential points:
Litter pickers and High Vis vests for community? 
Water stations that walkers can use to help with the abandonment of single use plastic bottles – this could be through a different funding source. 
Cycle station – a place people can stop to get their bikes fixed, pump up tyres. Easy to maintain and don’t take up a lot of space. Near ferry would be a great spot, or Colintraive Hotel. 
	PB to contact CalMac to confirm whether proposed Colintraive Ferry changes are short or long term.

	9
	Development Trust Update
	CGDT due to have a meeting next week. 

Currently looking at broadband and trying to help the community who do not have strong reception. Not currently any budget for upgrades from CGDT, and R100 scheme will reach us eventually, but hoping we can find a way to help through mobile signal in the interim.  There are vouchers available from the Scottish Government regarding areas without superfast broadband – to find out more about the scheme and if you are eligible please click here: Scotland Superfast

Stronafian Forest – Considering adding signage to identify historical sites in the forest. Looking for people who have interest in what should go on the signs & their design – please contact CGDT for more info. 

CGDT will distributing a newsletter to the community in the coming weeks. 

Looking at Governance quite seriously, and taking part in the Good Governance Awards. This will involve CGDT producing relevant documents and putting them forward to be verified, with the end result being an award. 

A further application for to the COVID Recovery Fund is currently being processed. If successful, this money will enable CGDT to roll out more food boxes to the community. We will know in the next week or so if successful.

CGDT are also looking in to constructing outdoor shelters in the area, and a variety of other things. 

What3Words almost completed for every ColGlen household. Each household will receive a laminated version of their property’s What3Words. This has been a collaboration between the Resilience Group, CGDT and CGCC. Laminate along with newsletter will be sent out next month.  
	

	
10
	Planning
	3 x planning applications submitted since our last meeting, 1 at Ardachuple, 1 at Springfield, and 1 at Loch Tarsan. CGCC have no objections to any of these planning applications. 

In regards to recent correspondence regarding a current planning application for a jetty along the Shore Road at Colintraive, to confirm CGCC were neither supporting or opposing the build. It is small scale and private, and CGCC raised the point it would be nice if locals could use the jetty. No formal support or opposition from CGCC. 

Planning Forum
CDS attended and became Vice Chair. All focused on COVID presently, and will pass on anything for attention that arises. Important to keep pushing focus on outlying areas, as often the focus is on Dunoon & Rothesay. 
	

	11
	CGCC Website
	The website is tired and required an upgrade. Chair, Vice Chair & Secretary will look over the current website and discuss options for an upgrade. 
	PB, CDS, AM to discuss website upgrade options. 

	12
	AOCB


	Motorhome and Informal Camping Survey – opinions sought from Argyll & Bute Council regarding motorhome & camping in Argyll & Bute. 
Overall opinion from CGCC was that the survey was quite poor and further issues not mentioned in the survey affect our local area. 
There was an incident in Colintraive last year during COVID restrictions with campervan parked overnight at the ferry station, which was reported. 

COVID Vaccine 
So far, everything is on schedule in our area. Both Kyles Medical Centre & Strachur Medical Practice are doing a sterling job. 

TSI/Red Cross is appealing for volunteers to help steward at COVID vaccination centers. Resilience Group will be contacted to ask if any are available to volunteer at Kyles Medical Centre. 

Television Appearance 
Darcey Bussell’s Wild Coasts of Scotland – Channel 4, Monday 01st of March 2021 – some filming took place last Spring in Colintraive and may be included on the upcoming broadcast. 

A clip of Colintraive’s experience on the Beechgrove Garden has been shared on the ColGlen Social Calendar Facebook page. A great memory – perhaps it could be shown on the Big Screen in the Colintraive Village Hall when restrictions allow. 
	CR to contact Resilience Group regarding volunteering as stewards at Kyles Medical Centre. 



	13
	DONM
	Tuesday, 23rd of March 2021 via Zoom
	


